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Re:  Contract 14-06—2{}_0-600 Agreement to Administer Recreational Area
Cachuma Project, California

Dear Mr. Jackson:

As you know the term of the captioned contract between the United States and the
County of Santa Barbara (County) expires on January 12, 2003. At the present time the
Bureau of Reclamation (Burean) is under an obligation to complete certain steelhead
habitat enhancements under the Biological Opinion for Cachuma Project Operations
issued under the Federal Endangered Species Act by the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), dated September 11, 2000.

One of these enhancements is the provision for a three foot (3') surcharge of the.
Cachuma Reservoir which is to be-completed in the near fature. The County of Santa
Barbara has constructed certain facilities and structures within the zone that will be
periodically inundated when the surcharge is completed. This same zone and the County
facilities and structures in it also have been, and may continue to be, inundated by normal
reservoir operations by the Bureau, creating up to a ten foot { 10") surcharge during
periodie Santa Ynez River watershed flood events.

It is our belief, and we assume the Bureau’s as well, that the provisions of the
current contract obligate the County to accommodate any changes in'the operation of the
reservolr that are mandared by law. In view of the impending 2003 termination date of
the Agreement, Cachuma Operation and Maintenance Board, on behalf of the Cachuma
Member Units. respectfully suggests the following actions:
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No extension of the existing agreement be granted without an
express agreement by the County of Sanis Barbara that it will be
solely responsible for the costs of, any. damage to, and for the _
relocation of any of its facilities that are within the ten foot (109
surcharge zone, releasing and waiving all claims against the United

. States, the Bureau and the Burean’s agents or assigns that should

Gz

the above goal

Jan Abe]

Sincerelj;': - - :

result in implementation of the surcharge or any other activity urider
the Biological Opinion that should Impact any of the Conaty’s
Tecreaiion facilities. ;

A new agreement be negotiated with the County of Santa Barbara for
a ter'm beginning on the expiration date of the exisiing Agreement
that contains a clear provision Incorperating the térms outlined in
the above paragraph. .

sing suggested contractual language which we believe accomplishes

President of the Board

cc:  Cachuma Project Member Units
County of Santa Barbara Parks Department -
Kaylee Allen, U.S. Department of Interior, Solicitor’s Office, Sacramento, CA
Cachuma Conservation Release Board '
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SUGGESTED CONTRACTUAL PROVISION

. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION - COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
CACHUMA RECREATION AREA

County acknowledges thal the Bureau is presently obligated under a Biclogical
Opinion issued September 11, 2009 pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act, 16
U.S.C. §§ 1531-1544. 10 make certain operational changes to the Reservoir, including, but
not limited to, provision for a periodie surcharge increasing the elevation of the
Reservoir by three feet (3). County further acknowledges that normal reservoir
operations can create up to a ten foot (10) surcharge during periodic Santa Ynez River
watershed flood €vents- CO‘U:an agrees that it shall relocate any of its facilities presently
constructed, or consiructed iu the future so as to not be impacted by the surcharge. The

relocation shall be at the sole cost of the County.

County acknowledges tl;at the Bureau or the Bureau's agents or assigns may from
time to time chang® the 0pe:}'at10n of the Reservoir in ways that impact or cause
inconvenience to the ope}'anon of C?unty's recreation facilities. County agrees to release
and waive all clal against the Un{ted States, the Bureau or the Bureau’s agents or
assigns, and that it shall be responsible for any and all costs that it, its tenants or

pave as the result of the operation of the Reservoir or Bradbury Dam or any

nvitees ma A . .
- ity uhdj;r the Biological Opinion. )
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